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are no longer consistent with present conditions, and that it is
for France and Switzerland to come to an agreement together
with a view to settling between themselves the status of these
territories under such conditions as shall be considered suitable
by both countries.

Annex

The Swiss Federal Council has informed the French Government
on May 5, 1919, that after examining the provisions of Article 435
in a like spirit of sincere friendship it has happily reached the conclusion
that it was possible to acquiesce in it under the following conditions
and reservations :
(1)  The neutralized zone of Haute-Savoie :
(a) It will be understood that as long as the Federal Chambers have
not ratified the agreement come to between the two Governments
concerning the abrogation of the stipulations in respect of the neutralized
zone of Savoy, nothing will be definitively settled, on one side or on the
other, in regard to this subject.
(6) The assent given by the Swiss Government to the abrogation
of the above-mentioned stipulations presupposes, in conformity with
the text adopted, the recognition of the guarantees formulated in favour
of Switzerland by the Treaties of 1815 and particularly by the Declara-
tion of November 20, 1815.
(c) The agreement between the Governments of France and Switzer-
land for the abrogation of the above-mentioned stipulations will only
be considered as valid if the Treaty of Peace contains this Article in
its present wording. In addition the Parties to the Treaty of Peace
should endeavour to obtain the assent of the signatory Powers of the
Treaties of 1815 and of the Declaration of November 20, 1815, which
are not signatories of the present Treaty of Peace.
(2)  Free zone of Haute-Savoie and the district of Gex:
(a) The Federal Council makes the most express reservations to the
interpretation to be given to the statement mentioned in the last
paragraph of the above Article for insertion in the Treaty of Peace,
which provides that " the stipulations of the Treaties of 1815 and
other supplementary acts concerning the free zones of Haute-Savoie
and the Gex district are no longer consistent with present conditions."
The Federal Council would not wish that its acceptance of the above
wording should lead to the conclusion that it would agree to the sup-
pression of a system intended to give neighbouring territory the benefit
of a special regime which is appropriate to the geographical and
economical situation and which has been well tested.
In the opinion of the Federal Council the question is not the modi-
fication of the custom systems of the zones as set up by the Treaties
mentioned above, but only the regulation in a manner more appro-
priate to the economic conditions of the present day of the terms